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biogeographic ancestry through a process called DNA phenotyping. Parabon Nanolabs also
employed a genetic genealogist named CeCe Moore who could use the DNA profile to attempt
to identify the individual’s ancestors or descendants by comparing it to other DNA profiles
uploaded to an open data DNA database and then use that information to essentially engineer a
family tree leading to the particular individual.

Detective Scharf contacted Parabon Nanolabs and arranged to have some of the DNA
evidence transferred to their laboratory for processing. Scientists developed a DNA profile and
CeCe Moore compared it to profiles in the GEDmatch database. She was able to identify
relatives in both the paternal and maternal lineages for the profile and‘ultimately determined that
the profie was that of a male child of |} anc [N

Detectives learned that the-had four children—three girls and one boy. The boy
was the defendant, William Earl Talbott II. He was born on_ (making him 24-
years-old when Jay and Tanya were murdered). In November of 1987 he was living with his
parents on NE Woodinville Duvall Road southwest of Monroe—just over six miles from where
Jay's body was discovered. Detectives learned that he had never married and had no children.
He worked at a number of different jobs over the years but for about six months in 1987 he
worked as a delivery driver for a manufacturing company. His regular route took him to several
businesses located in the industrial area south of downtown Seattle, only a couple blocks from
the business Jay and Tanya were intending to visit on November 19, 1987. Detectives also
determined that the defendant had no previous criminal history, so his DNA profile would not
have been entered into the CODIS database.

In May of 2018 Snohomish County law.enforcement agents began conducting
surveillance of the defendant. One day when they were following him as he drove his work route
(as a truck driver) detectives saw a paper coffee cup fall from the cab of the truck the defendant
was driving when he stopped to adjust the load he was carrying. Detectives retrieved the cup
after he drove away and the delivered it to the Washington State Patrol Crime Laboratory for
DNA testing. The next day the crime lab confirmed that the DNA profile developed from the cup
matched the DNA profile of “Individuai A.” Police later were granted a search warrant to obtain a
DNA reference sample for the defendant when he was arrested. The results of that DNA testing
confirmed the lab’s earlier determination: That “Individual A” was the defendant, William Earl
Talbott I1.

After the defendant’s arrest detectives interviewed several of the defendant’s family
members and people who knew him back in 1987. One of those people was a man named

Michael S. He moved from Eastern Washington to the Woodinville area in 1980 and met the
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